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THE GRAND SAINT 

A GLIMPSE OF THE BLESSED LIFE OF SHAYKH 
ABDUL QADIR JILANI WITH A POEM PENNED BY 

SAYYIDI ALA HAZRAT 


Name, family, Birth and passing away 

A1 Qutb A1 Rabbani Saiyyeduna Hazrat Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani is amongst the leading Awliyah of 
Allah l||. 

Laqb: Mohyuddin (Reviver of the religion) 

Kunniyah: Abu Muhammad (Father of Muhammad) 

Name: Abdul Qadir (servant of the all-powerful [Allah ij-l]) 

Hafiz Zahbi narrates that the name of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani’s father is Hazrat Abu Saleh Jangi 
Daust. And His mother’s name is Ummul Khayr Fatima, the daughter of Hazrat Abdullah Suma’i A1 
Zahid A1 Husaini. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was of Husaini decent from his father s side, and Hasani decent from his 
mother s side. 

Qutbuddin Yunaini narrates that Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was born in the year 470 Hijri. Allama 
Shaykh Shamsuddin Bin Nasirud-Deen Muhaddith e Damishqi says Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was 
born in Gilan (Jilan). 

The author of Bahjatul Asrar narrates from Shaykh Abul Fadl Ahmed Bin Shaf i that Shaykh Abdul 
Qadir Jilani was born in the year 471 Hijri. 

He spent the majority of his life in Baghdad, and in the month Rabi al Thani 561 AH he passed away 
from this mundane world (at the age of 91). He was buried in his Madrassah which is situated in 
Babul Azja, Baghdad the following day. 


Childhood State 


Shaykh Abdul Qadri Jilani refrained from playing with the other children. He narrates himself that 
whenever I wished to play with the other children in my childhood, a voice would proclaim ‘come 
here, come near me 5 , hearing this voice I would run away to my blessed mother. 

An individual asked Abdul Qadir Jilani that when did you become aware that you are a Wali of Allah 
sfl? He replied, while in my city at the age of 12, as I went to the school to study, I saw angels walking 

around me, as soon as I entered my school, they would proclaim give space for this Wali of Allah $$1 
to sit. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani says that once an individual who I did not recognise at all, passed by me 
and heard the angels proclaim ‘make space and let this Wali of Allah klj-l sit’. The individual asked 
whose son is he to one of the angels, the angels replied that he is from a noble family. The man then 
said, he will be an individual with a very high station. After 40 years I (Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani) 
came to know that this man was from the Abdal of his time. 

He further states; I was young, and on the day of Arafah I went towards the village, I chased an ox 
which then looked at me and said O Abdul Qadir! You were not created for this. I was alarmed, so I 
went back home and climbed up to the roof, where I saw the plains of Arafah. I approached my 

mother and requested her to sacrifice me in the path of Allah £@1, give me permission to leave for 
Baghdad and study knowledge. She asked me the reason, to which I narrated the incident. 

Sorrowfully, she brought 80 Dinar which my father left behind. I took 40 Dinar and left the other 40 
for my brother. She sewed the 40 Dinar into my shirt and issued me permission to leave for Baghdad. 
As she walked me whilst I was leaving she said “O son! I am only separating you from me for the sake 

of Allah sfl, and now I will only see your face on the day of resurrection”. 

Acquiring knowledge, Bay 5 at and Riyazat 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani left for Baghdad at the age of 18. Shaykh Taqiud-Deen says when Shaykh 
Abdul Qadir Jilani approached close to Baghdad, Hazrat Khidr stopped him from entering into the 
city of Baghdad. Hazrat Khidr said to Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani that he does not have permission to 
enter the city for 7 years. Therefore, Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani stayed on the border and only ate 
leaves, until 7 years had passed. After the 7 years, Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani heard a voice proclaiming 
‘O Abdul Qadir! Now you may enter the city’. Whilst Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was enterring the city 
of Baghdad it was raining immensely. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani saw that to acquire knowledge is not only obligatory (fardh) but it is the 
cure to all of the illnesses and is the path of piety. Therefore he hastily began to acquire knowledge and 
all of its branches from the scholars nearby as well as from those far away. 

Whilst in the pursuit of knowledge, Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani faced many difficulties, he says in 
regards to his difficulties that I faced so many difficulties that if those difficulties were to fall upon a 
mountain, even the mountain would shatter. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani further says that any problem that arose I would handle it, and I put my 
ego (nafs) through many struggles until I heard the voices from the unseen. I took myself to the 
jungles and began to shout and scream to such an extent that people would think I was insane and 



would send me to a mental asylum. Also my state used to be such that sometimes there was no 
difference between me and the dead, people bought the shroud and placed me upon the bathing table, 
after which I regained my normal state. 

For a long time Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani stayed in the service of Abul Khayr Hammad Bin Wardatul 
Dabbaas, and pledged allegiance on his hands as well as learning Ilm-e-Tareeqat and Adah from him. 

Spreading of the Religion 

When Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani arrived in Baghdad, he met eminent and pious scholars from which 
one scholar was Abu Saeed A1 Makhzami. This prominent scholar gifted his school to Shaykh Abdul 
Qadir Jilani, which Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani used to spread the religion with his speeches and 
teachings, through which his name became famous and accepted by the masses. 

The author of Bahjatul Asrar writes that Shaykh Ibrahim Abdul Wahid narrates that his Shaykh, 
Shaykh Mawfiqud-Deen told him that when he arrived in Baghdad in the year 561 AH, he saw that 
Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was the epicentre of knowledge. When a student went to Shaykh Abdul 
Qadir Jilani he did not need to go to anyone else, as Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was equipped with 
knowledge and taught many of the students and he also possessed immense strength and courage. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani made a speech thrice a week, two times in his school on the morning of 
Friday and on the evening of Tuesday, and once in his guest house on the morning of Wednesday. 

Not only did humans attend his gatherings, Jins and men of the unseen also attended. 

His service of the religion through discourses and guidance lasted for 40 years, which started in the 
year 521AH until the year 561AH. And his service of the religion through educating and issuing 
verdicts lasted for 33 years, which started in the year 528AH until the year 561AH. 

Character and virtues 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was an embodiment of prodigious traits and characteristics. It is said that 
no other Shaykh was to be seen like Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jabayi narrates that Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani told me: I really wanted to be in 
seclusion like before, I don’t meet the public nor the public meet me. However Allah wanted me to 
benefit the people, which is why 5000 Christians and Jews accepted Islam on my hands, and more 
than 100,000 sinful people repented on my hands. 

Hafiz Abdul Mugeeth Bin Harb Baghdadi narrates that Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani in his guest house 
during a speech uttered “My feet are on the necks of every Wali of Allah $§|”. All the prominent 
scholars present within the gathering all bowed their heads in acceptance of Shaykh Abdul Qadir 
Jilani’s words. Shaykh Adi Bin Barkat narrates; I asked my uncle Shaykh Adi Bin Musafir that before 
this did anyone other than Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani ever proclaim “My feet are on the necks of every 

Wali of Allah sfl”? He said “No”. Shaykh Abil Hasan Ali Rafa’i says his father asked his maternal 
uncle Shaykh Ahmed Rafa’i that was Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani ordered to say “My feet are on the 
necks of every Wali of Allah he said without doubt he was ordered to say it. 



313 Walis present on the earth at the time when Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani proclaimed £t My feet are 
on the necks of Wali of Allah bowed their head in acceptance of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani’s 
words. 

Karamat (miracles) 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani performed many miracles such as; giving information regarding death 
before its occurrence, his walking stick would emit light, ordering rain to fall everywhere except upon 
his school, informing a man he has accidently forgotten to perform ablution, many sinners repenting 
on his hands, ordering death upon a scorpion, travelling far distances in short periods of time, ruling 
over the jin realm, curing the ill, giving life to a dead hen, knowing the situation of people’s heart and 
many other great miracles (for a detailed account on all the miracles of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani 
refer to Bahjtul Asrar and Qalaid al Jawahir). 

Killing a scorpion - Abul Abbas Ahmed Bin Muhammad narrates that once Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani 
returned from Jam’i Mansoori, he removed a cloth from his head, and removed a scorpion from his 
forehead. When this scorpion began to run, Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani ordered £t by the order of Allah 
die!”, as soon as these words left his blessed mouth the scorpion died immediately. He then stated that 
this scorpion bit me from Jam’i Mansoor until here, 60 times. 

Light emitting from his walking stick - Abdullah Ziyaal narrates that in 560AH, I was standing in the 
school of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani. Once he came from his home to the school with his walking 
stick. At that moment I thought in my heart, show me a miracle with this walking stick of yours. 
Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani looked towards me and smiled, he then erected the walking stick into the 
ground and it began to emit light and glow, this continued for one hour. The entire property became 
illuminated until after one hour he lifted his walking stick and it returned to its normal state. Shaykh 
Abdul Qadir Jilani then said to me Ziyaal this is what you desired. 

Patients cured - Shaykh Khidr al Husaini narrates that I served Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani for 
approximately 13 years and saw many unusual events (karaamat). One of the events was that any 
patient with an illness who was bought in the court of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani was cured 
immediately. Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani would make du’a for the individual and then place his blessed 

hands on the body, instantly Allah would cure the ill individual. 

Mohvuddin Ibn Arabi - Ibn al Arabi’s father, Ali Ibn Muhammad Ibn al Arabi, went to Baghdad with 
the wish to have a male successor. He went to see the great Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani and requested 

him to pray to Allah £@1 for a son. Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani secluded himself and contemplated for a 
while. He returned and informed Ali Ibn Muhammad; ££ I have looked into the world of secrets and it 
has been revealed that you will have no descendants, so do not tire yourself in trying.” Although 

crestfallen, the old man would not give up. He insisted; £t O Wali, Allah s|*| will certainly accept your 
du’a, I request you to do this for me.” Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani once again withdrew himself into 
deep contemplation and said that “although you, Ali Ibn Muhammad was not destined to have a 
descendant, I am destined to have a son. Would you like to have my future son?” 

Ali Ibn Muhammad gladly accepted. Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani and the old man stood back to back 
with their arms interlocked. Ali Ibn Muhammad later recounted this incident; “When I was back to 
back with Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani, I felt something warm running down my neck to the bottom of 



my back. After a certain amount of time, a son was born to me whom I named Mohyuddin as per the 
order of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani.” 

Muhyuddin Ibn al Arabi (born in the year 560AH) was a great saint of Allah $$1, and is widely known 
by the title Al Shaykh al Akbar (the greatest shaykh). 

Glad tidings to his disciples ( mureeds) 

No Mureed of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani has left this world without repenting. Even the Mureeds of 
the Mureeds of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani will enter Jannat (Allah sf§ Willing). 

Someone asked Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani: What do you say regarding that individual who has not 
done Bay 5 ah with you but says your name, is he counted as one of your Mureeds or not? Shaykh 
Abdul Qadir Jilani replied that whoever says my name or affiliates himself with me, whether it be for a 

wrong reason, Allah will accept him and he will be from amongst my Mureeds. He further stated 
that he who passed by the door of my school, on the day of resurrection his punishment will be 
lessened. 

Shaykh Abu Saud Abdullah narrates that Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani has taken responsibility until 
Qiyamat over his Mureeds that they will not die without repenting. He further states that Shaykh 
Abdul Qadir Jilani said if my Mureed’s satr becomes uncovered (after being shrouded) even if my 
Mureed is in the west and I maybe in the east, I will cover his satr for him. 

11 Names of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Tilani 

These 11 names from amongst the names of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani are a means of gaining 
blessings and eliminating difficulties. If these names are recited during calamities, illness or in one's 
home and business, the reciter will gain immense benefit: 

1. Sayyid Muhiyyuddeen (Prince Muhiyuddeen) 

2. Sultaan Muhiyyuddeen (Sultan Muhiyuddeen) 

3. Qutub Muhiyyuddeen (The polar star Muhiyuddeen) 

4. Khwaja Muhiyyuddeen (Liege-Lord Muhiyuddeen) 

5. Makhdoom Muhiyyuddeen (Sovereign Muhiyuddeen) 

6. Wali Muhiyyuddeen (Saint Muhiyuddeen) 

7. Baadshah Muhiyyuddeen (King Muhiyuddeen) 

8. Shaykh Muhiyyuddeen (Sage Muhiyuddeen) 

9. Mawlana Muhiyyuddeen (Our helper Muhiyuddeen) 

10. Ghawth Muhiyyuddeen (Succour Muhiyuddeen) 

11. Khalil Muhiyyuddeen (Friend Muhiyuddeen) 

Radi Allahu Ta'ala Anhu 


[Fatawa Razawiyyah, Vol. 26, Page 432] 



Jewels of insight 


“Remove the world from your heart and take into your hand. Then it will not be able to deceive you.” 
“How can that person be a teacher to others , when he is not able to teach himself (control his desires)” 

“A believer leaves his family in the care of Allah whereas a hypocrite leaves his family in the care of 
his wealth” 

“O Scholar! Do not make your knowledge impure by sitting in the company of worldly people” 

- Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani 

(Extracted from the two famous biographies on Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani 
Qalaid al Jawahir by Shaikh Muhammad ibn Yahya a/-Tadifi a/-Hanbali and 
Bahjatul Asrar by Imam Abul Hasan Shantufi Shafai. 

As well as Fatawa Razawiyyah by Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza) 

Compiled by Muhammad Kalim, Preston 
10 th February 2014 
10 th Rabi al Thani 1435 



POEM IN PRAISE OF GHAWTH E AZAM BY ALA HAZRAT 


wah kya martaba aeghaus hai bald tera, 
oonche oonchauN ke sarauN se qadam adla tera 
Bravo! How elevated is your rank o' Ghawth 
Above the head of the lofty ones is thy feet 

Q_£>ss 
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£t My foot is on the necks of all the Awliya” 

Ghawth e Azam is the leader of all the Saints who have passed and those who are to come. Allah 
ordered Ghawth e Azam to proclaim that - ‘My foot is on the neck of all the Awliya’. Every Wali in 
that time accepted this statement of his and bowed their heads including great Awliya such as Shaykh 
Ahmed Rifayi, Khawaja Moinuddin Ajmeri, Shaykh Abu Madyan 1 . It is also accepted that the Ghawth 

didn’t say this on his own accord but rather Allah commanded him to and therefore, no Wali 
argued or disparaged this proclamation of his. 

sar bhald kya koyi jane ke hai kaisa tera, 
awliya maltay haiN ankheiN woh hai talva tera 
How would anyone know what your head is like? 

The Saints, they meet with their eyes - your sole! 

How would anyone know what the head of Ghawth e Azam is like, his status is far greater than that of 
normal Awliya and therefore, when they look up to see who is above them, they see only the sole of 
Ghawth e Azam! 


tu husaynl hasanl kyuN na muhlyy ud-diN ho, 
ae khizr majmae bahrayn hai chashma tera 
You are Hassani and Hussaini! Why wouldn’t you be the reviver of the deen! 

My saviour! The mingling of both seas is this fountain of yours! 

The Ghawth was of Hussaini descent from father’s side and Hassani from mother’s side so why 
wouldn’t he be the possessor of such a high rank. 

His fountain, from which all the Awliya drink, is the mingling of the Hassani and Hussani oceans of 
compassion, courage, piety, scrupulousness and all other good traits. Also the compilations of the 
oceans of Shariah and Tariqah. 


1 as narrated in books such as Bahjat al-Asrar 



kasmeiN de de ke khildta haipilata hai tujhe , 
pyara Allah tera chahne wald tera 
By giving oaths, does the Lord, feed you and quench your thirst; 

The Loving Lord is a cherisher of yours! 

Ghawth e Azam used to say, I swear by Allah kij-1, I will not eat until Allah kl^S- himself feeds me and 
then a voice would come from the unseen - £ eat o’ Muhyuddin, you are under oath by your lord’ and 
then he would eat. 

Also once, he took an oath not to eat until Allah himself feeds him until a man came after a certain 
amount of days and started putting food in his mouth! 

Mustafa ke tane be saya ka saya dekha , 
jis ne dekha men jaN jalwae zayba tera 
He has seen the shadow of Mustafa’s Shadow less body - 
My life! He who has seen the beautiful visage of yours! 

The Prophet ItpS, had no physical shadow, but Shaykh Abdul Qadir was a spiritual shadow of the 
Prophet fj||t§. The Shaykh says himself in his famous Qasida Ghawthiya : 

“Each saint has a station, and I follow in the footsteps of 
The Prophet, the full moon of perfection” 

kyuN na qasim ho , ke tu ibn abt qasim hai , 
kyuN na qadir ho ke mukhtar hai baba tera 
Why wouldn’t you be ‘Qasim’ when you are the son of c Abu’l Qasim’ 

Why wouldn’t you be powerful when your grandfather is the one with authority! 

The Ghawth is the distributor of the blessings of Allah through his grandfather, the greatest of 
Mankind whose kuniyah is Abul Qasim. He says in the hadith c Inna ma ana Qasim , wAllahu Yuti 

I am the distributer and Allah s|| is the giver. So RasulAllah is the distributor of the bounties of 
Allah and the Ghawth is the distributor of the blessings of RasulAllah 


nabwl meenh , ‘alawtfazl, batull gulshan, 
hasanlphool! husaynl hai mahekna tera 
Prophetic Shower, Alawi Crop, Fatimi Orchard 
O’ Hasani flower - thy fragrance is Hussaini! 

Batooli refers to Sayyida Fatima, which means to leave everyone and return to Allah 

Through the shower of Blessings of the Prophet fj§|!§, the crop of Hazrat Ali was watered and the result 
was a beautiful orchard of Sayyida Fatima. In this orchard is a beautiful flower. This flower has the 
Beauty and vibrancy of Imam Hasan, and not only this, it also has a Hussaini fragrance! This flower is 
undoubtedly Ghawth e Azam! 

As Imam Ahmed Raza has said - 

Kya baatRaza us chamanistan karam ki! 

Zahra he Kali , jis me Hussain aur Hasan Phool! 

How great is that garden of compassion, Raza! 

Zahra is the bud, and Hussain and Hasan are its flowers! 

nabwl zil y c alawi burj } batull manzily 
hasanl chand! husaynl hai ujala tera 
Prophetic Shadow, Alawi Constellation, Batooli destination 
Hasani Moon - thy light is Hussaini! 

Ala Hazrat here has used astronomical terms to show the grandeur of Shaykh Abdul Qadir. 

zil - Shadow 
burj - constellation 

manzil - Lunar Mansion (also called station or house) 

nabwl khor , c alawi koh y batull ma'din 
hasanl lal, husaynl he tajalla tera 
Prophetic Sun, Alawi Mountain, Fatimi Quarry; 

O’ Hasan ruby - thy glow is Hussaini! 

The above couplets refer to the blessed genealogy of Ghawth e Azam in a unique and exquisite 
manner. He is the like the sun which is a guidance and light for all. A mountain of knowledge and 
piety. And a Quarry from which jewels and diamonds of guidance are founds. The ruby which glows 
red leaving all awestruck. 


tujh se dar, dar se sag aur sag se hai mujh ko nisbat, 
merlgardan maiN bhi hai duur ka daura tera 
From you, your doorstep. From your doorstep, a dog, with that dog, I am linked 
Around my neck, is thy leash, albeit from far! 

Imam Ahmed Raza is saying, that he has immense respect for Ghawth e Azam and everything linked 
to him, and even things which are linked to things linked to him even if it be a dog. I am your servant, 
your dog, I am linked to your Silsila although it may be through many stages but I am still linked to 
you. 


Bad sahih! Chor sahih! Mujrim o nakar sahih! 

Ay! Woh kaisa hi sahih - hai to kartma tera 
A bad person - yes! A thief - yes! Wretched - yes! 

However he is, o generous one - he is yours! 

On many occasions, sinners who had diverted from the path of Allah and adopted the path of sins 

and disobedience would after listening to his awe inspiring speeches repent on the hands of Ghawth e 
Azam. Not only this but he made extremely sinful people, including thieves into Abdaal just by one 
glance. No matter how sinful we are, we are nevertheless linked to the king of Saints! 

mujh ko ruswa bhl agar koyx kahega tu yuN hee, 
ke wohi na., woh raza bandae ruswa tera 
If anyone calls me disgraced, then they’ll say it like this - 
Him - that Raza! The disgraced servant of yours! 

Imam Ahmad Raza humbles himself in the court of Ghawth e Azam and refers to himself as disgraced 
but through this disgrace attributes himself to Ghawth e Azam. As Ghawth e Azam has said that even 

if a person attributes himself to me for a wrong reason he is still accepted by Allah £§1 and amongst 
my mureeds. 


CT^sJts 

ay raza, yuN na Bilak! To nahiN jayyid to na ho 
sayyid e jayyid, har dahr hai Mawla tera 
Oh Raza, don’t weep! If you aren’t good then let it be - 
The prince of the excellent ones, is certainly your master! 

The statement of Ghawth e Azam gives all his lovers and admirers hope, especially those who are 
sinful. 


I3 I A^ys (j \j 

If my murid isn't good, then don't worry, for I am good! 

Ala Hazrat says that I have no deeds, or good acts to help me, but I have one valuable thing which is 
your love and this love of mine for you will surely help me, in this world and the hereafter. 

fakhr-e aqd maiN raza aur bhi ik nazm-e raft', 
chal likha layeiN sand khawanauN maiN chehra tera 
Yet another poem in praise of our Master, Raza! 

Come on, write your name in the register of Poets! 

s2_9 

Ala Hazrat wrote this praise of Ghawth e Azam, so that he could be added to the list of poets who have 
praised Ghawth e Azam. Therefore gaining the blessings of Ghawth e Azam, as the blessings of 
Ghawth e Azam are immense and he who attains them has undoubtedly attained a great deal. 

Translation and commentary by Sayyid Ali Amjadi 


